Press Release

Passive House – Europe-wide
The first “European Passive-House Conference (EPHC)” in the scope of the “CEP CLEAN ENERGY POWER®” in the New Stuttgart Trade Fair Centre

Passive houses are true works of art and giant money savers: They require over 90 percent less heat energy than existing constructed houses and 75 percent less than conventional new buildings following the introduction of the German energy-saving regulations (Energieeinsparverordnung EnEV). The reduced need for thermal heating (1.5 litres of heating oil per square meter of living space per year) brings a higher quality of living through the ventilation system – without draft, mould or cold surfaces, but rather with fresher air in comfortable warm rooms – and protects against future increases in energy prices. The higher construction cost of about 7 to 8 percent amortized themselves through the massive reduction of energy costs.

The Passive House standard will be put into effect for multiple types of buildings (homes, schools, offices, administrations and manufactures), from existing to newly constructed ones. It is not bound by any one specific architectural style but can be achieved using various designs and materials. Over 10,000 apartments throughout Europe have already met the Passive House standard requirements, the greater portion of these can be found in Germany. However, passive houses have also become a strong topic of discussion in other colder, Mediterranean or topical climate zones.
On Friday, March 7, 2008, as part of the “CEP CLEAN ENERGY POWER®” trade fair and conference, trade specialists throughout Europe will gathering at the “European Passive House Conference (EPHC)” in the New Stuttgart Trade Fair Centre the to exchange their knowledge and experiences in the planning and realization of passive houses.
The European Passive House Conference (EPHC) is aimed at architects, planners and engineers, manufacturers, energy agencies, construction companies as well as scholars. The conference language is English.
The conference starts with review of the current state of passive houses in Europe. In this review, the various passive house standards and norms applied in different countries like Germany or Switzerland, and their economic aspects and factors such as financing, facilitation and cost-effectiveness will be examined. With the motto “The climate zone challenge”, sample projects and practices in the cold climate zones (in Norway, Sweden or Finland for example), temperate climate zones, Mediterranean climate zones and tropical climate zones will be contrasted. Exhibiting businesses will be given a platform with which they can present their products and communicate with the participants. Themes of Marketing and Communication as well as the political involvement in the EU will also be presented at the conference.
The conference’s partners are Energies-Cités as well as KEA Klimaschutz- und Energieagentur Baden-Württemberg GmbH.

Parallel to the conference, the „CEP CLEAN ENERGY POWER®“ trade fair will be happening from March 7 – 9, 2008. There, one can get a greater overview of new technologies and financing possibility in the area of construction and renovation.
The CEP trade fair and conference covers the complete range of regenerative energies. Further information is available at www.cep-expo.com.
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